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Defining Museology

¸ ICOM: òMuseology is the branch of knowledge 

concerned with the study of the purpose and 

organisation of museums. It has to do with the 

study of history and background of museums, 

their role in society, specific systems for 

research, conservation, education and 

organization, relationships with the physical 

environment, and the classification of different 

kinds of museumsò



Defining Museology

¸ The Reinwardt Academie, Amsterdam, 

suggests that òMuseology covers the 

complete range of, and working with, 

cultural and natural heritageò.

¸What does this imply?



New Museology

¸ The ôold museologyô has not been discarded.

¸ The ôfirst museum revolutionô at the end of the 
19th century saw the development of accepted 
practices of curatorship, conservation, 
documentation and education which are still 
implemented.

¸ The 1960s and 1970s ïsocial unrest, political 
activism, environmentalism, postmodernism ï
witnessed the re-evaluation of the purpose of 
museums, leading to the ôsecond museum 
revolutionô and a ônew museologyô



The original ônew museologyô

¸ The Round Table of Santiago, Chile, 1972

¸ Emergence of ôcommunity museologyô and the ôintegrated 

museumô ïmuseums linked to a social purpose, 

regeneration and development, often in poor urban or 

isolated rural communities. They are seen as a more 

democratic vision for museums, with choices being made 

by local people.

¸ Experimentation in Mexico, Brazil, France



New Museology - Desvallées

¸ In 1980 the French museologist André Devallées wrote a 
piece for the Encyclopedia Universalis promoting this new 
ôsocial developmentô vision for museums under the title 
ôNouvelle Muséologieô.Although he had not meant to coin 
a new word, it stuck, at first in French-speaking countries, 
then being adopted into Spanish and Portuguese ïbut not 
at first in English. So in much of the world this is what is 
meant by new museology ïthe theory and practice of 
museums linked to development agendas.

¸ 1985 - ICOM establishes its International Committee for 
New Museology (MINOM) which is still very active



New museology and Ecomuseums

¸ In 1971, Hugues de Varine also invented a word to 

encapsulate the idea of creating museums, using local 

heritage and driven by local communities, to aid 

development.

¸ The word he invented was ôecomuseumô ïspecially 

developed for use by the French Mininster for the 

Environmment when he spoke to an ICOM conference in 

Dijon, France.

¸ So, two Frenchmen, two new words, same meaning. Ever 

since, in many countries, the terms new museology and 

ecomuseology are applied to community heritage projects 

concerned with social and economic development



History

¸ The óecomuseumô movement originated in France in 

the early 1970s initiated by George Henri Rivière and 

Hugues de Varine



Defining the ecomuseum

¸ Museum = building + collections + experts + 

techniques: Ecomuseum = territory + heritage + 

memory + population (Rivard)

¸ An ecomuseum is a dynamic way in which communities 

preserve, interpret and manage their heritage for 

sustainable development. An ecomuseum is based on a 

community agreement. (Long Network)

¸ An ecomuseum is a community driven heritage project 

that aids sustainable development (Davis)



Graphic representation of the ótraditionalô museum

Davis 1999 (after Rivard 1984)



Graphic representation of the ecomuseum

Davis 1999 (after Rivard 1984)



So ecomuseums are:

¸ About place, they are not confined to a 

museum building; they incorporate and 

celebrate ICH

¸ Able to select aspects of heritage from their 

territory to conserve and interpret

¸ Are a radical departure from the authorized 

discourse on museums, a form of alternative 

museology



3 main pillars of
the ecomuseum ideal 

Sense & spirit of place - through an holistic 

approach to heritage resources in their 

environments

Community involvement - public participation 

and the ódemocratisationô of processes

The ecomuseum ideal is malleable and should be 

responsive to unique contexts



21 key indicators/principles of the 
ecomuseum

1-6 = democratised participation

7-12 = ecomuseum functions and ways of 
working

13-21 = what an ecomuseum might achieve

(Corsane et. al. 2007)

Instituto Ricerche Economico Sociali (IRES)

Piemonte, Italy



Ecomuseum & Community Museology 
Principles

1. Originated and steered by local communities

2. Allow for public participation in a democratic 

manner

3. Joint ownership and management - double input 

system

4. Emphasis on process rather than on product

5. Encourages collaboration with network of partners  

6. Dependant on substantial active voluntary efforts



7. Focus on local identities and sense of place

8. Encompasses a 'geographical' territory, which 
can be determined by different shared 
characteristics

9. Covers both spatial and temporal aspects -
diachronic rather than simply synchronic

10. Fragmented 'museum' with network of hub and 
antennae of buildings and sites

11. Promotes preservation, conservation and 
safeguarding of heritage resources in situ

12. Equal attention given to immovable and 
movable tangible and intangible heritage 
resources



13. Stimulates sustainable development and 
responsible use of resources 

14. Allows for change and development for a 
better future

15. Encourages an ongoing programme of 
documentation of past and present life and 
interactions with environmental factors

16. Promotes research with different inputs -
from local 'specialists' to academics

17. Promotes  multi-disciplinary and inter-
disciplinary approaches to research

18. Promotes a holistic approach to 
interpretation of culture/nature 
relationships



19. Illustrates interconnectedness between: 
nature/culture;  past/present; 
technology/individual

20. Provides for an intersection between 
heritage and responsible tourism

21. Brings benefits to local communities e.g. 
sense of pride, regeneration, and 
economic, social and cultural capital



Ecomuseum principles and ICH

¸ The following principles are particularly 

relevant to the conservation/continuation 

of ICH

¸ 5 ïencouraging collaboration

¸ 7 ïfocus on local identity

¸ 12 ïspecific reference to ICH

¸ 21 ïfocus on local pride and sense of 

place



Ecomuseums and ICH - examples

¸ Soga, Guizhou, China

¸ Santa Cruz, Rio de Janiero, Brazil

¸Hirano Cho Ecomuseum, Osaka, Japan

¸Carmagnola, Italy



Soga Ecomuseum, Guizhou, China






